
In Advent we prepare for the coming of the messiah.  But what is a Messiah?  What does that 
word mean? What does it mean when we sing “O Come Divine Messiah”?   Messiah is a Hebrew 
word that means, “the anointed one”.  In Greek it is the Christ.  When we say Jesus Christ, we 
are not giving Jesus' full name but instead are saying that Jesus is the Messiah.  Jesus is the 
anointed one.   
 
But what is the significance of being anointed?  What did it mean when they took olive oil and 
marked you on the forehead with it?  Or even better if they took the whole jug and dumped it 
on you?  In the scriptures anointing with oil was a sign of receiving a mission from God.  Who 
were anointed? - priests, prophets and kings.  The ones who offered sacrifice to God, the ones 
who spoke God's word and the ones' who ruled in God's name.  To be anointed, to be a 
messiah was to receive power from God.  And so at the time of our Lord what did they expect 
of the messiah.  The greatest messiah that Israel had ever known was King David.  So, the 
messiah they expected was supposed to be a powerful leader, a victorious leader, a heroic 
leader, a new King David.  
 
So, when John the Baptist sends his disciples to ask Jesus, " Are you the one who is to come or 
are we to await for another?"  What is he is asking?  Are you the Messiah?  Are you the new 
King David who will lead us to victory?  Are you the new hero of the people of Israel?  The signs 
had pointed to Jesus but was there something amiss? 
 
And what is Jesus' answer?  Look at what I am doing.  "The blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the poor have good news 
brought to them."  In other words, the messiah is about mercy, and compassion, curing illness, 
and strengthening the lost, poor and forsaken.   The messiah is a healer and not the hero that 
would restore the Jewish people to a lost greatness.    
 
The great 20th century philosopher Simone Weil once wrote, “The hero wears armor, the saint 
is naked. Now armor while keeping off blows, prevents any direct contact with reality and 
above all makes it impossible to enter the dimension of supernatural love.  If things are really to 
exist for us they have to penetrate within us.  Hence the necessity for being naked, nothing can 
enter into us while armor protects us both from wounds and from the depths which they open 
up.” 
 
Listening carefully to Weil may help us to understand why the confusion.  Jesus came as the 
long-awaited messiah but not as the messiah they expected.  Jesus did not come as a hero who 
would vanquish the enemies of Gods’ chosen people but he came as the healer who would 
invite all people to enter into the deepest dimensions of God’s love.   
 
 
 
 
 



The third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of joy.  That is why the 3rd 
candle is pink or more appropriately rose.  We have the option of wearing rose vestments today 
but we don’t have a set.  What robs of us joy?  Sometimes is it not the armor we wear that 
keeps the pain out, that covers over the wounds? Is it not the armor we wear because we are 
too busy trying to be a hero and not the patient who needs to be healed?  Is it not because we 
are awaiting the messiah who is a hero as opposed to accepting Jesus who wishes to heal us?  
 
Why is the joy missing in my life?  Weil says that, “If things are really to exist for us they have to 
penetrate within us.”  That is how Jesus responds to the disciples of John the Baptist.  "The 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised and the poor have good news preached to them” See, hear and let it penetrate within 
you and you will know that despite expectations I am the messiah.  See, hear and let it 
penetrate and you will know the joy of divine love.   
 
 
 


